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To provide citizens with disabilities
with the support they need to live full
and meaningful lives.

People are as different as snowflakes. We are all formed
of the same elements, yet infinite in our variety. In our
personalities we mirror the complexity of the universe in
which we live.

Part of our human inheritance is the ability to create

for ourselves a life that is an expression of our unique
individuality. This hasn't always been the reality for
citizens with disabilities, but society is slowly changing
for the better. Mainstream education, the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the respectful portrayal of individuals
with disabilities in film and television- these are all
indicators of a shift in consciousness. Kokua’s mission
statement affirms our strong belief everyone should have
the opportunity pursue their passion and to try their
hand at goals that seem beyond their reach. A full life is
a combination of many things- work, love, recreation,
friendships, travel, new learning, giving back to others,
voting for candidates that reflect your values, joining
community organizations. In this year’s Annual Report,
we are featuring some of the individuals we serve as they
go about the business of building their lives.

Chris Rasmussen-Barsanti
Executive Director

Marcy is a local artist whose work has a wide audience. She is a
graduate of Pierce College in Lakewood, Washington. Her work has
appeared in Bird Talk and Dog Fancy magazines. She was the 2008
winner of the Yelm Arts Walk poster contest. Marcy’s art is unique for
its vibrant use of color and loving appreciation for the natural world.

Marcy also has autism.









